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North Carolina Agriculture Emergency 

Preparedness 



NCDA&CS  ROLES AND RESPONSE 
 

 EMERGENCY PROGRAMS DIVISON- Lead for 
Agriculture coordination and training/exercise 

 

NC FOREST SERVICE- incident management teams / 
equipment 

 

 FOOD & DRUG  PROTECTION DIVISION- food 
safety, embargo 

 

 FOOD DISTRIBUTION DIVISION- USDA 
commodities, transportation, cold storage trailers 

 



PLANNING IN QUIET TIMES 

NCDA&CS EVENT PLANNING & 
BUILDING SECURITY 

 

COOP 

 

ANIMAL HEALTH PLANNING AND 
TOOLS 

 

RADIOLOGICAL PLANS 
 

 



Animal Health Issues 

• Foreign Animal Disease Response Planning 

• Support business continuity 

• Minimize impacts of response plans on valuable animals or collections 

• Explore options for carcass disposal in catastrophic  events 
 

• Disease Tracking 

• Develop tools for display and  

 sharing of data by industry 
 

• Aedin’s Law (G.S. 106-520.3A) 
 

• Response to release from fixed  

nuclear facility  



Avian Influenza Contingency  Plans for Special Avian 

Collections 

Asheboro Zoo 

Rare/Endangered Species Avian Collections (NC) 

 

Logistical Infrastructure for Carcass Disposal 

Methodology to verify best options for Disposal  in 

NC 

Explore additional options for catastrophic events 

National Response Templates 



Carcass Disposal Calculator 

Disposal Management Tool 

FAZD Dashboard as a  

   national tool 

Development of Response Tools 



FRAN- 1996- 115 MPH 

CATEGORY 3 LANDFALL CAPE FEAR  

27 DEATHS  / 2 4 NC 

3 BILLION DAMAGE ~ 1 BILLION IN AG 

 



FLOYD- 1999-104 MPH 

 

CATEGORY 2    LANDFALL CAPE FEAR  

57 DEATHS  /  27 NC 

4.5 BILLION DAMAGE  ~ 1 BILLION IN AG 



√ PURPOSE- ASSIST w/ IDENTIFIED UNMET NEEDS 
OF FARMERS 

 

√ DEVELOPMENT- COMMUNITY, REGION, STATE 

 

√ EQUIPMENT 

 

√ CIVIL AIR PATROL 

 

√ ADULT CORRECTIONS 

AGRICULTURE EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

TEAMS 



Public Health Partnership 

Co-located Sheltering 

Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act (PETS 

Act) 

 Shelter pre-inspections 

Expertise & training for  

  county volunteers (NC VRC) 

 

 

http://www.ncagr.gov/oep/sheltering/training.htm 

http://www.ncagr.gov/oep/sheltering/training.htm


    

 APRIL 16 

TORNADOES 

$100,000 

INFRASTRUCTURE  

 



HURRICANE IRENE  
320 Million of 400 Million  



MHTD Applications 

Animal Health Food Firms 



MHTD Applications 

Realistic Yields Standards Division 



Data

Overlaying MHTD’s Facility Data With Weather 

Predictions 

Raw SQL DB 

Data management tools 



MHTD  Funding Cuts 

•Cuts in both Federal and State funding- hardware is over10 years old- no 

longer industry standard 

 

•2010 the MHTD appropriations =$300,000  

 

•FY 2014 = $186,480 or 38% cut 

 

•FY 2015 = $7,500; reducing the MHTD to under $180,000 

 

• Increase in cost to OITS and licensing costs increase for GIS software 
 

 



SHARRON STEWART, DIRECTOR 
EMERGENCY PROGRAMS DIVISION 

919-302-3939 

sharron.stewart@ncagr.gov 

 

   CONTACT INFORMATION 


